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Principles for planning and leading collective worship in an EYFS classroom

-

Collective worship that is inclusive, invitational and inspiring

September 2021

With grateful thanks to Natalie Ralph for her input, expertise, and guidance in creating this document.

Introduction

This guidance document and suggested planning has been created to support our very
youngest children in experiencing collective worship that is invitational, inclusive and
inspiring because it has been tailored to their stage of development and understanding.
Feedback from many EYFS teachers has been that some of the collective worship plans and
themes are too complicated and challenging for children in this phase. So, the principles
and resources below have been written to set out how collective worship in the EYFS phase
might look.

However, the hope is that this document empowers and resources EYFS practitioners to
create acts of worship that are inclusive, invitational and inspiring, reflecting the
understanding and needs of the children, the school’s context and its distinctive Christian
vision.

A reminder...

The law states that all registered pupils attending a maintained school should take part in
daily collective worship (DfE Circular 1/94 para 51)

Therefore, every pupil in EYFS should begin to be introduced to a short daily act of worship
from the point at which they start school. It is only parents who can withdraw their child
from collective worship.

Collective Worship as ‘family time’

In a Church of England school, collective worship is the unique beating heart of school life.
It is a sacred, precious and valued time when the whole school family comes together.

It might be helpful to think of it like a family mealtime.

“Dinner time!” - that is when everyone in the house comes down to sit at the table. When
they are there, they may choose to eat or not. Some may take large portions of everything;
some may choose from the vegetarian options, while others may just graze or just watch
those eating around them. All are made to feel welcome and are invited to take and eat
what they choose whilst sharing life with those round the table.

Like this analogy of family time, collective worship that is truly invitational will use the
language of invitation to invite all those who wish to do so to engage with the act of worship.
It also allows freedom for those of other faiths and none to be present with integrity.

e.g. “l invite you to join in with this prayer.”
“As a school family, our Christian values guide how we think about ...”

“The Bible tells many Christians / helps some Christians to know...”
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Reflect at the start of this guidance:

o How is collective worship in your EYFS classroom valued as a sacred and precious
time together as a class family?

e How is collective worship in your classroom inclusive and invitational to all? What

does this look like in your context?

This document sits alongside the guidance in ‘Fresh approach to planning and leading acts
of collective worship’ document, which can be found by clicking here (canterbury Diocese website)

Contents
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Top tips for leading collective worship in EYFS

e Create a class pattern for worship - open and close worship in the same way each
day, using the same words and objects. This will help the children to know what to
expect and to recognise that worship has begun. Could you write an opening greeting
and class prayer together to say in worship time? Creating a worship environment is
so important, think carefully about how this will look in your classroom and what
items you will use to within it. (Cross, candle, Bible, beautiful cloth)

¢ Involve the children in preparing the space for collective worship. Could they go
and collect the candle, Bible and cross from your worship and prayer table? How could
the children be involved in the rest of the act of worship?

o Keep collective worship real to the lives of the children. Where possible, include
scenarios, objects and images that are familiar and relatable to the lives of your
children. This will help the stories and messages to have an impact on their behaviour
and actions.

s Use the Bible. Ensure that the children know that the story you are telling comes
from the Bible, by using a child friendly version to read and share the stories from.

e Use a persona doll to help you explain who Christians are and what they believe.
Many EYFS classrooms have persona dolls (Tom and Tessa) in RE lessons to keep the
learning in the 34 person. Using a different persona doll called ‘Grace’, for example,
could help keep your worship invitational and inclusive as ‘Grace’ will lead the
children through the act of worship and explain what worship means to her as a
Christian. By having a separate persona doll, it will help to keep RE learning and
collective worship separate (which should be the case).

e Use props or images to ‘hook’ the children into the act of worship. By using a prop
or image at the beginning of worship you can create curiosity and provide a ‘hook’
on which the children can hang their understanding and memoires of the story and
message in worship. The overview below sets out some examples of these.

¢ Sit with the children in the story, share in their awe and wonder. Model the language
of joy and sorrow through the stories and real-life scenarios which you use. Allow
them some space to consider and share their feelings, think, reflect, ask questions
and wonder within the stories that you tell them.

e Provide opportunities for the children to experience whole school worship as soon
as possible. To begin with, could some older children could come to EYFS to lead o
and to join in with worship with them?
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Q-" Thoughts on introducing the children to collective worship in September ...

These conversations should happen over several days and weeks as you establish your
pattern and daily rhythm of collective worship with your class. What you say will depend
upon your particular school context.

‘ ‘ Introduce collective worship

Our school is a Church of England school, which means that everything we do and say is
guided by the example of Jesus. Christians are people who believe in God and in Jesus, who
is God’s son and who learn about God, his love and how he wants his people to live by reading

the Bible. Not every family is Christian, so you do not have to believe in God to be part of
our school family.

Every day, we will have a special time when we will gather together, by sitting in a circle,
for collective worship. This will feel different to other times of the day, as it is our special
time to think and reflect on the Bible story and message. Worship is something that
Christians do to say thank you to God through their words, thoughts and actions. , ,

Introduce ‘Grace’ to the children

‘ ‘ This is Grace. She is 5 years old. Grace loves to ride her bike, play football and other games
with her brother and sister, walk her dog and go to Church with her family. Her family go to
Church on a Sunday to worship God because they are Christians. Grace often reads stories
in her Bible to help her learn more about God and Jesus and has a special book to help her
talk to God in prayer. She knows that God loves her very much and knows all about her, as
he created her perfectly. In collective worship time, she is going to help you to learn about
God and Jesus, the Bible, worship and prayer. , ,

Introduce preparing your worship space

‘ ‘ As collective worship is a special time of our day, we want to make sure we get ourselves
and our classroom ready for it.

We will get ourselves ready by sitting down on the floor in a circle. Children will take it in
turns to collect our worship items from our prayer table and place them in the middle of
our circle. While they do that, we will sit quietly and think about our day so far. ~ §'§

A cross This is a symbol that Christians use to remember Jesus, who is God’s son.

A candle In the Bible, Jesus said ‘I am the light of the world’, so the candle flame
reminds us that Jesus is with us and brings light into the darkness.

A Bible The Bible is a special holy book for Christians. It contains lots of stories
about people, their lives and how God protected, guided and watched over
them. Christians read the Bible to help them to learn more about God and
how he wants them to live their lives.

,; Diocese of Canterbury
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Introduce who God is.

“ ‘Grace’ and her family believe in God. They believe that God created the world, the

animals, plants, birds and each of us. They don’t know what God looks like and have never
seen him, but they know that God is there. They learn more about God by reading the Bible.

In the Bible, God is given different names - one of them is Lord.

Explore some different Bible verses that can help the children discover who God is and
what he is like.

Psalm 103: ‘The Lord is kind and patient, and his love never fails’

Psalm 104 and Psalm 139 (See week 1 and 2 on page 9 of the suggested planning grid
below)

Through what they have read and learned in Church, Grace and her family know that God
loves them, knows all about them and created the world and everything in it. Because of
all that God has given to them, they say thank you to God every day. , ’

The songs ‘Big family of God” and ‘Creator God’ are great songs to teach the children more
about who God is, and about God’s love and creation. Also see the other songs suggestions
on page 15.

Introduce prayer as a conversation

‘Grace’ tries to talk and to listen to God each day. This conversation is called prayer. Prayer
is just talking to God like a friend. God wants to know all about you, how you are feeling,
what you are worried about and what has made you smile.

Christians will say different types of prayers - praise, thank you, sorry, please bless or please
help.

When we say prayers in our special collective worship time, you can choose to join in and
talk to God or just to listen and be quiet.

At the end of our prayer, we say the word ‘Amen’, which means | agree. , ’

This book has prayers suitable for children in EYFS. You could use the

Thclig!ibll
prayers in here to model pray language to the children.

This is a prayer that ‘Grace’ wrote

Dear God,

| love to play, | love to run

| love to dance; | just love fun

Thank you, God, for smiles and grins
Thank you, God, for games and things
Thank you, God, for making play
Thank you, God, for fun today.

Amen
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A Bible story a week

Below is a selection of Bible stories and key messages that could be used as a basis for
collective worship planning each week using the suggested pattern of worship above. There
should be enough stories to cover one for each week for the school year. However, the
expectation is that pupils will take part more frequently in whole school worship as the
school year progresses.

The stories have been taken from The Big Bible Storybook, as they have been written
especially for young children. They are in Biblical order, from Old Testament to New
Testament - stories that are already covered in RE lessons have not been included in this
list. Other Bibles written for young children, which are already in school, may also include
these stories.

Eishe huipt 1 poor fardy
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Suggested songs:

(This is not an exhaustive list, but some examples of songs that could be sung - please always check the lyrics and videos to
ensure they are appropriate for your context. There are also other versions of these songs, the links are just examples.)

You will need to explain that these are songs that ‘Grace’ sings at her church. They help her to
learn about God and remind her how much God loves her.

“Our school is a Church of England school which means that our special time of worship looks a
bit like the worship which ‘Grace’ goes to in her Christian church. These songs tell us about God,
his love for everyone and how we are special. Sometimes, we will sing along and other times we
will just listen to the words.”

God made you and me https://youtu.be/cA7CiywHx00

God made me special https://youtu.be/glXuBttAbmA

Best news ever https://youtu.be/jLxWdapdGU4

God’s treasure https://youtu.be/ROAS_K_IyE

Lovely jubbly https://youtu.be/viyulL6LZCo https://youtu.be/ JuwoTpaaOM

The golden rule is love https://youtu.be/se6gQUVscnw

Big family of God https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smkYUzrgD7A

Creator God https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uDwngynJD4
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