
Art and Design Vocabulary Progression
Strand EYFS Y1 Y2

Exploring and 
Developing Ideas 

different, same differences, idea, practise, similarities, starting point, 
work

creative, design, focus, imagination, improve,methods, 
observe, work of art

Drawing 

chalk, crayons, draw, drawing, lines, marks, objects, pen, 
pencil

building, dot, drawings, felt tips, line, pastels, self-portrait, 
size

bold, charcoal, cityscape, detail, landscape, line drawing, 
portrait, space

Painting

colour mixing, colour, lines, marks, mix, objects, paint, 
paintbrush

cool colours, dab, experiment, painting, primary colours, 
thick, thin, warm colours, watercolour paint

acrylic paint,  bold brush strokes, neutral colours, secondary 
colours, shades, sweep, techniques, tints, watercolour wash

Sculpture

model, modelling dough, shape, tools 3D, cut, join, materials, model, pinch, recycled materials, 
roll, sculpture, shapes, statue, work

abstract, carving, construct, geometric, installation, land art, 
lines, manufactured materials, natural materials, pyramid, 
sculptor, texture, work of art 

Collage

cut, join, scissors, shape, snip collage, cut, glue, mixing, place, sort, squares, tear arrange, features, gaps, mosaic, texture

Textiles

colour, fabric, patterns crayons, decoration, dye, ink, over, place mat, textiles, 
under, wax, weaving

alternate, apply, batik dye, decorative, detail, loom, plait, 
resist, set, stitching, textiles, woven

Printing

colour, paint, pattern, repeating pattern, sponge colour, experiment, objects, press, printing, roll, shape, 
stamp

original print, printmaking, relief printing, rub, texture, woodcut

Work of Other 
Artists

different, same differences, dislike, famous, like, similarities artist, craft maker, creativity, compare, designer, inspire, 
notable, opinion, products
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Art and Design Vocabulary Progression
Strand  Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6

Exploring and 
Developing Ideas 

craft, creativity, design, observations, ideas, 
improvements, sketchbooks, skills

adapt, evaluate, experimentation, 
feedback, first-hand observations, refine, 
techniques

awareness, predict, present, review, 
revisit, technical vocabulary

digital technology

Drawing 

dark, light, outline, pattern, shading, shape awareness of space, form, shadow, 
sketch, texture, tone

blend, graffiti, hard, mark, perspective, 
select, smudge, soft, tools

cross-hatching, fresco, hatching, heavy, 
light, movement, mural, reflection

Painting

background, blend, brush techniques, colour, 
line, mixing colours, mood, tone, warm

abstract, effect, emotion, foreground, 
fresco, middle ground

abstract, colour palette, natural works, 
non-natural works, oil paints

absorb, impressionism, impressionist

Sculpture

2D shape, clay, combine, concrete, detail, 
edging, form, joining techniques, light, 
rectangular, sculpt, shadow

architect, brim, buckle, malleable 
materials, marionette puppet, peak, 
terrace, trimmings

carve, coils, design, mark, plan, slabs, 
slips, soft, structure, wire

cast, tram

Collage

mosaic, overlapping pattern, refine, shape form, montage, precision, tessellation accurate patterns, arrange, plan and 
design

 fix, mixed media

Textiles

decoration, joining, needle, stitch, thread dyeing, stuffing, textural effects, turn create effect, overlapping layering, non-traditional fabrics

Printing

block, coiled string, line block printing ink, inking rollers, layer, 
polystyrene printing tiles, precision, 
replicate

arrange, block printing, mono printing, 
relief printing, tiles

collograph, hammering, Hapa-Zome

Work of Other 
Artists

compare and contrast, media designer, development, inspiration, reflect, 
techniques

disciplines, range artisan, critical thinking
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Design and Technology Vocabulary Progression
Strand EYFS Y1 Y2

Design

choose, colour, ideas design, designing, drawing, labels, model, purpose, 
template, user

annotated drawings, appealing, communicate, 
computing software, creative, design criteria, 
develop, function,  intended user, mock-up, 
practical, products, purposeful

Make 

cut, make, try appearance, combine, construction materials, cut, 
decorations, equipment, fabric, finish, join, making, 
mark out, materials, plan, shaping, tools

accuracy, assemble, characteristics, components, 
finishing techniques, hand tools, manipulate, 
running stitch, score, textiles

Evaluate

difficult, don’t like, easy, feelings, thoughts, like, use change, compare, materials, repeat design criteria, discuss, evaluate, improve, 
improvements, positive, process, product, refine, 
stages, strengths, successes

Technical Knowledge 

cutlery, safe axles, build, explore, materials, stiff, strong, wheels characteristics, components, create, levers, 
mechanisms, sliders, stable, structure 

Cooking and Nutrition

cut, food, fruit, mix, smell, stir, taste, vegetables animals, caught, chop, farmed, food safety, grate, 
grown, healthy, ingredients, plants, slice, sort, weigh

design, Eatwell Guide, food groups, hazard, hygiene, 
juicer, originate, peel, portions, prepare, safe knives, 
varied diet, zest, zester
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Design and Technology Vocabulary Progression
Strand Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6

Design

annotated sketches, computer-aided 
design, develop, fit for purpose, functional, 
pattern pieces, research

aesthetics, cross-sectional diagrams, 
exploded diagrams, generate, 
innovative, prototypes, specific user

industry, leisure, resources, target 
market

availability, costings, conservation, 
culture, enterprise

Make 

fabric paint, functional properties, kits,  
mechanical components, select, sewing 
technique, stages, tie-dye

aesthetic qualities, digital graphics, 
electrical components, finishing 
technique, hemming, systematic 
order

backstitch, blanket stitch, 
precision, sanding, step-by-step 
plan

seam allowance, whip stitch

Evaluate

alter, existing products, key events, key 
individuals, investigate, views

analyse, technological developments competitor analysis, fitness for 
purpose, manufacture, quality

competitor analysis, market

Technical Knowledge 

cams, gears, input process, linkages, 
mechanical systems, output process, 
program, pulleys, stiffen, strengthen

bulb, buzzer, complex structure, 
control, electrical systems, monitor,  
motor, parallel circuits, reinforce, 
series circuits, switch

monitor incorporate

Cooking and Nutrition

bake, balance, crush, energy, gram, 
heat source, hob, hygiene procedures, 
knead, mash, millilitre, oven, preparation, 
processed, reared, recipe, savoury, sweet, 
temperature, varied diet, whisk

active, balanced diet, cooking 
utensils, hygienically, menu, nutrition, 
nutritious, seasonality, variety

boiling, cattle, frying, griddling, 
grilling, processed, protein

aroma, poultry, ratios, refine, 
scale down, scale up, substances, 
substitute
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