School Music Development Plan
Cadmore End CofE Combined School and Nursery
2026–2027
We are developing our music provision through a curriculum review led by our specialist music teacher, Lorraine Tomes. An established choir, growing participation in private piano lessons and pupil performances in celebration assemblies are giving music a more prominent place in school life. This summary sets out our current provision and priorities for the year ahead.
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year
	2026–2027

	Date updated
	September 2026

	Planned review
	July 2027

	Music lead
	Lorraine Tomes

	School leadership responsibility
	Debbie Groom, Headteacher

	Local music hub
	N/A

	Other music provision
	Private piano and guitar tuition on the school site


Part A Curriculum music
Lorraine teaches KS1 and KS2 in individual year groups. KS1 receives one hour of curriculum music each week; KS2 receives one hour each fortnight. Curriculum lessons provide access to music for all pupils, independently of participation in private tuition or clubs.
During 2026–27, Lorraine is reviewing and rewriting the curriculum, developing and refining the sequence of lessons as teaching progresses. The autumn plans provide examples of this work. Our priority is to establish clear progression in singing, playing, listening, composing and musical understanding across the year groups, with suitable adaptation for pupils’ needs.


Curriculum development this term
The KS1 14-week autumn scheme combines practical music making with listening. Pupils explore pulse and rhythm, tempo, dynamics, repeated patterns, timbre and simple musical structures. Listening includes Bach, Vivaldi, Handel and Mozart, introducing children to music from the Baroque and Classical periods. These examples form part of the developing curriculum rather than a complete account of its coverage.
Activities include echoing and creating rhythms, playing percussion, maintaining a part in an ensemble and composing musical stories. From week seven, Christmas repertoire provides a context for singing, instrumental accompaniment, composition and rehearsal. Pupils are encouraged to explain their musical choices and discuss how performances can improve.
The sample body percussion lesson for KS1 and KS2 develops steady pulse, rhythm copying, short compositions and ensemble performance. It includes shorter patterns and visual support, with challenges such as longer patterns, rests and changes in tempo or dynamics. As the curriculum develops, progression between year groups will be made explicit, including KS2 work on notation, instrumental skills and a wider range of listening.
Inclusion and assessment
We want all pupils, including those with SEND and those eligible for Pupil Premium, to participate and develop confidence in music. The example planning includes teacher modelling, echo activities, visual rhythm cards and shorter rhythmic patterns. More complex patterns and independent ensemble parts provide further challenge. Adaptations will be reviewed as Lorraine develops the curriculum and identifies pupils’ starting points.
Assessment opportunities in the autumn plans include observation, questioning, short performances and pupil reflection. These help identify whether pupils can maintain a pulse, copy and create rhythms, contribute to compositions and use musical vocabulary. We will use this evidence to inform subsequent teaching and build a manageable approach to recording progress.
Part B Music beyond the curriculum
Our school choir is established and provides opportunities to sing together, rehearse and perform. Recorder club is also part of our music offer. These groups help pupils develop ensemble skills and confidence beyond curriculum lessons.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Approximately 28 children currently take private piano or guitar lessons at school. This growing participation gives pupils opportunities to develop their instrumental skills through individual tuition. Parents and carers can contact the school office for current availability, costs and arrangements.
Our recent music funding application sought support for music clubs, instrumental lessons for disadvantaged pupils and percussion resources. We aim to reduce financial barriers to participation, particularly for pupils who are both disadvantaged and have SEND. Any additional provision or funded places will depend on confirmed funding and agreed arrangements.


Part C Musical experiences
Music is increasingly part of our shared school life. At celebration assemblies, more confident pianists now play as children arrive and leave. This gives pupils a regular opportunity to perform for a real audience and enables other children to hear live music played by their peers.
The whole school takes part in a 45-minute singing assembly each week, providing a regular shared opportunity to sing together. Pupils also take part in school performances. Our choir has performed for Cadmore End residents at Christmas on two occasions, helping children share their music with the wider community.
The autumn KS1 scheme plans opportunities to perform Christmas songs, percussion accompaniments and original soundscapes. Rehearsal and reflection focus on singing and playing together, clear starts and finishes, musical expression and listening to others. These are planned opportunities for this term; performance arrangements will be communicated to families.
Development priorities for 2026 to 2027
The following proposed actions will guide the curriculum overhaul and the development of wider opportunities. Lorraine and the Headteacher will review progress during the year and update this summary for 2027–28.
	Priority
	Proposed action and review evidence

	Curriculum progression
	By July 2027, develop a year-group progression overview and long-term plan, checking National Curriculum coverage, repertoire, notation and instrumental learning. Review lesson plans and examples of pupil work.

	KS2 lesson time
	Review timetable and staffing options during 2026–27 to work towards the national plan’s recommendation of one hour of curriculum music each week. Record the agreed next steps.

	Assessment and inclusion
	Agree manageable assessment checkpoints as units develop. Review performance evidence and adaptations to identify progress and next steps for pupils, including those with SEND.

	Access and resources
	Follow up the funding application and audit percussion resources. Confirm affordable routes into instrumental learning and review participation by disadvantaged pupils.

	Performance opportunities
	Sustain choir and assembly performances. Map opportunities for each term and explore an additional live performance experience, subject to availability and cost.

	Partnership and practice
	Confirm the local music hub contact and explore curriculum, instrument and performance support. Review space and arrangements for rehearsal and individual practice.


Further information
Please contact the school office for information about music lessons, clubs and performances. This summary follows the Department for Education’s music development plan structure. Further guidance is available at www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-music-development-plan-summary-template and www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people.
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