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Homework Policy
2026-2027
‘From small beginnings come great things’ The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
Matthew 13: 31-32
We will apply our Christian and British values, complemented by our small-school benefits; balancing each child's educational, pastoral and emotional needs to deliver an exceptional, personalised journey, enabling them to flourish in our school family and in the future.
At Cadmore End School, we provide homework opportunities that enable children to practise, consolidate and apply learning that has already taken place in the classroom. In some cases, homework may involve revisiting skills taught in school to develop confidence, fluency and independence. On other occasions, children may be asked to apply their learning in a different context or extend their understanding through a practical activity. Children will not normally be expected to complete work at home that has not first been taught in school. The exception to this may be research-based projects, where children are encouraged to explore a new topic independently and share their findings. For example, children may be asked to undertake a project about the Romans, drawing on a range of sources to develop their knowledge and understanding.
At Cadmore End School, formal homework is not set in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) or Key Stage 1. Instead, parents and carers are encouraged to support learning through regular reading, sharing stories, practising key sounds, number work and engaging in meaningful learning experiences at home. Formal homework is introduced in Key Stage 2, where it is used to reinforce classroom learning, develop independence and prepare pupils for the expectations of secondary education.
We believe that homework should be purposeful, achievable and enjoyable, supporting children's learning, developing independence and strengthening the partnership between home and school.
.



Why give homework?

· It can inform parents about work going on in class;

· It can further stimulate enthusiasm for learning;

· It takes advantage of the home environment and resources and the chance for one-to-one adult time;

· It can be a great source for gathering topic information to share with all the children;

· It is a great opportunity to rehearse key skills such as times tables, doubling facts, addition sums, spellings, handwriting and other key facts;

· It helps to foster good habits of independence, organisation and self-discipline in preparation for the demands of secondary School.


Homework at our school

Whilst we support all of the above key principles, Cadmore End is not a school at which homework dominates home and school life. We accept that not every activity will capture children and parents’ imagination and that weekends can sometimes be busy. We believe that homework should be enjoyable and manageable for all concerned and that if it becomes a chore/burden/source of conflict it ceases to be a constructive aspect of teaching and learning.
We do not specify amounts of time that must be spent on a task, preferring individual children and families to set their own routines. Individual teachers are happy to give advice.
We hope that children will be motivated by both positive incentives and the learning opportunities provided through homework.
In Lower Key Stage 2 (Classes 1–3), completion of homework is encouraged but not compulsory. However, when children enter Upper Key Stage 2 (Class 4), they are expected to complete weekly homework tasks. This helps to develop independent study habits, personal responsibility and organisational skills, whilst preparing pupils for the increased expectations of secondary education.
Our routines and expectations

Children in Classes 3 and 4 (years 3-6) will be set homework weekly, excluding holidays. 

The homework will be explained and discussed in class before being set; it may be a continuation of classwork already familiar to your child. It is our intention to send work home that consolidates the children’s learning in class. There will be a clear explanation/reminder from the teacher of what is expected.

Broadly speaking these are current expectations:

Nursery – sharing books and communicating with school via Evidence Me.

Reception – daily reading

Year 1 and 2 – daily reading

Years 3 and 4 – daily reading, weekly maths and English or topic tasks set.  Most tasks can be completed independently, some of the tasks will involve paired work with your child. 

Years 5 and 6 - daily reading, weekly maths and English or topic tasks set. Most tasks should be completed independently.

As far as possible, homework will be related to class topics. This is important as it helps parents to know more about what is going on in class and to support enthusiasm for learning. Parents might, for example, find themselves supporting research of Egyptian Gods, finding out about grandparents’ experience of school or measuring objects around the home. This also means that each child can pursue a set task at their own level of ability.



It is our policy not to give homework over the holidays and half term breaks. 

Our additional needs teachers may send specific tasks home to support the learning of the children they support. Again, this will be discussed with parents.

If you take holiday during term-time, something we actively discourage, parents may not request work from the teacher. We suggest that parents organise a holiday diary.

In addition, if a child is off ill, the class teacher will not be setting work to be completed at home. 

What to do if you have concerns
If you have any concerns about your child's homework, including the level of challenge, the amount of time it is taking, your child's engagement, or the consistency with which homework is set, please speak to your child's class teacher in the first instance.
We recognise that homework should support learning and not become a source of unnecessary stress for children or families. We encourage parents and carers to discuss any concerns promptly so that appropriate adjustments or support can be considered.
If your concerns remain unresolved, please contact the Headteacher, Mrs Groom.
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